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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-8 

Transaction terminal 

1.1. claims: 1-3 

System for informing a user of a transaction terminal when 
encryption is being used 

1.2. claims: 4-8 

Constructional details of transaction terminal 



2. claims: 9-14 

Capturing signature data on a transaction terminal 



3. claims: 15-19 

Fingerprint reader on a transaction terminal 



4. claims: 20-26 

System for using an imaging module in a transaction terminal 



Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not 
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched 
without effort justifying an additional fee. 

Multiple (groups of) inventions have been found in this application: 

1. Claims 1-3: 

System for informing a user of a transaction terminal when 
encryption is being used. 

2. Claims 4-8 

Constructional details of a transaction terminal 

3. Claims 9-14 

Capturing signature data on a transaction terminal 

4. CI aims 15-19 

Fingerprint reader on a transactional terminal 

5. Claims 20 - 26 

System for using an imaging module in a transaction terminal. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

The common technical feature of all subjects is a transaction terminal 
consisting of a housing, a display and a card reader. 

However, this technical feature is known from the state of the art (i.e. 
W00138098) and therefore cannot be considered as the single general 
inventive concept linking those subjects. (Rule 30(1) EPC) 

- The special technical feature representing the contribution over'the 
prior art (i.e. W00138098) of independent claim 1 (and its dependent 
claims 2 and 3) is that the terminal is equipped with an encryption 
system which notifies the user of the fact that encryption is currently 
being used. 

- The special technical feature representing the- contribution over the 
prior art (i.e. WO0138098) of independent claim 4 (and its dependent 
claims 5-8) is an ergonomical housing for a transaction terminal, 
including self-cleaning card reader. 

- The special technical feature representing the contribution over the 
prior art (i.e. W00138098) of independent claims 9 and 11 (and their 
dependent claims 10 and 12 - 14) is the inclusion of a touchscreen, a 
portion of which is used for capturing signature data, where a system 
monitors if the signature data is contained in the designated portion of 
the touchscreen. 

- The special technical feature representing the contribution over the 
prior art (i.e. W00138098) of independent claim 15 (and its dependent 
claims 16 - 19) is that a fingerprint reader with a recess for a finger 
is included, where said recess forms an integral part with a cavity 
of the card reader. 

- The special technical feature representing the contribution over the 
prior art (i.e. W00138098) of independent claims 20, 25 and 26 (and its 
dependent claims 21 - 24) is that an imaging module is included which 
attracts a user's attention when activated and which can be used for 
scanning goods or a user's identification document when required. 

The special technical features mentioned above are different, and hence 
the four inventions are not linked by the same special technical feature. 

Furthermore, said five inventions are also not linked by corresponding 
special technical features. 

The first invention solves the problem of ensuring transaction security 
to a user. The second invention solves the problem of facilitating the 
use of the terminal and keeping the card reader clean. The third 
invention solves the problem of allowing easy and error free input of 
signature data. The fourth invention solves the problem of improving 
fingerprint scanning. The fifth invention solves the problem of allowing 
users of a transaction terminal to scan items. 

The specific problems solved by the special technical features are 
different and as a result said features are not corresponding technical 
features. 

The five inventions do not have special technical features in common nor 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

do they have corresponding special technical features. As a result they 
cannot be considered a group of inventions so linked as to form a single 
general inventive concept. Therefore the requirement regarding unity of 
invention as put forward by the EPC is not fulfilled (Art. 82 and Rule 30 
EPC). 



The definitions of the different groups of claimed inventions are solely 
intended to identify said inventions in a concise manner. They could, as 
such, comprise terms or generalisations which upon close analysis could 
be found to extend the defined subject-matter beyond the contents of the 
application as filed. 
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